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FROM BUCHAREST TO FOREIGN OFFICH 


X ‘ 


Mr. Holman 
No. 1050 De 518 Peme September 26th, 1947. 


September 26th, 1947. Re 72D Pelle September 26th, 1947. 


Repeated to Sofia 
Angora 
Jerusalen 
British Middle ast Office Caire 
Commander~in=Chief iiediterranean 


Sssss 
IMMEDIATE 
SECRET 


My telegram No. 1000. 
Jewish illegal immigration. 


I am informed on relisble information that arms and 
explosives were taken in luggage of group leaders of 
these illegal immigrants. 


Se Same source reports that armed resistance to 
boarding parties of the Royal Navy is contemplated and 
that 50 trained group leaders will lead it. 


Foreign Office please yee to Angora, Jerusalem 


British Middle East Office Cairo and Commander=in-Chief 
Mediterranean as my telegrams Nos. 25, 47, 14 and un-~ 
numbered respectively. 


[Repeated to Angora and British Middle hast Office 
Cairo and copies sent to Colonial Office ae 
Station and i/ar Registry Admiralty for repetition 
to Jerusalem and Commander-in-Chief ilediterranean | 
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Mr. Ashley Clarke | | 
No.18 De 1e46 pete 27th September, 1947 


e7th September, 1047 Re 6.10 pom. 27th Septenber, 1947 
Repested to Fereign Office Ne.98% 
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IMPORTANT 
SECRET 


Foreign Office please pass te Algiers impertant 
as my telegren Ne.18. 


The S.S. Pan York, owned by the I. and B. 
Shipping Ce., Panama, which we suspect may be used 
for carriage of illegsl] immigrants te Palestine, 
is new en her way to Philippeville having left 
Bordeaux where she leaded 750 tens ef fuel oil 
en the 24th September. 


2. We shall be glad of any information 
you can ebiain about the intended future movements 
ef this ships You asy think it as well te warn 
the lecsl authorities to keep a watch on her. 


[Repeated Impertant te Algiers]. 
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The Official Committee of Illegal 
Immigration into Palestine are working on the 
assumption that we shall have to continue our 
measures to control Jewish Illegal Immigration, 
for a period of some months at least after the | 
announcement of our intention to withdraw from 


Palestine. It seems likely that the bulk of the 


fllegal immigrants intercepted off the Palestinell 


coast will be taken to Cyprus,where there is 
still room for 15,000 more of them. We shall 
not abandon our policy of "refoynlement",in spite 
of the reverse af this policy,rYréceived at the 


|hands of the French Government; buty we shall 


not send people back to the country of embark- 
jation unless we have assurances from the 


Government/ — 
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N00 NOT 


Minutes. 


Government concerned that we shall be able | 
' to disembark the Illegal Inmigrants forcibly, Ans wedeo wok 
| , / G tent Wopes 
It would seem that, if no agreed solution | a dt ie 
is found by the Jews and Arabs as a result win pritty 
of our announcement, we shall have to procee haw 
with our withdrawal and that, afffiven moment 
during the operation, we shail cease to have 
the necessary organisation on the spot to 
stop Illegal Immigration. Alternatively, | 
if the Jews and Arabs sheMidagree on a 
solution which permitted further substantial | 
Jewish Immigration, we should be able to 
increase the Jewish quota during our remain-| 
ing tenure of authority, Reveby r | 
keg al tum wing vat ub ae 
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25th September 1947 
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liy, Peake, D: 4.6 pem. 29th Sept, ,1947 
No, L071 
27th September, 1947 R: 7.50 pom 29th Sept. ,1947 


Repeated to Alexandria, 
Bucharest, 
Milan, 
Rome, 
Trieste, 
Commander~in Chief Mediterranean, 


AAAA 


Confidential. 
Your telegram No, 2019, CG v LY 


Seo. "Pan Crescent" 


I raised this question with the Assistant 
Minister of Foreign Affairs. This morning, leaving 
with him an aide mémoire drawing his attention to 
personal sssurences given me by larshall Tito last 
December that Yugoslav Government would not assist 
aoe transit traffic of Jewish immigrants to 

estine, 


9, General Velzbit took note of what I said 

and replied that ce Goverment did not wish 

to give any facilities for illegal immigrant traffic. 
On the other hand he would remind me that this traffic 
was in extremely skilful hands and that visas were 
 glmost invariably obtained by itisgal imaigrants for 
destinations other than that to which they were going 
and were nearly always in perfect order. 


3. I replied that what mattered on this 
occasion was to prevent this ship fuellin at 
Yugoslav port and to keep track of it while it was 
in Yugoslav waters. 


‘Foreign Office please repeat to Alexandria, 
Bucharest Milan end Commander in Chief Mediterranean 


ag my telegrams Nos, 1,52, 8 andl respectively. 


[Repeated to Alexandria, Bucharest, and Milan 
by Foreign Office. Copies sent to Wer Kegistry, 
Admiralty fer repetition to Commander in Chief . 
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Cypher/OTP 


FROM PARIS TQ MARSEILLES 


» Ashley Clerke — 41 OCT 1947 

‘No. 115 D. 7.49 a.m. ist October, 1947. 
R.11.40 a.m. ist Octoher, 1947, 

50th September, 1947. : 


Repeated to Foreign Office No, 930 
Algiers 


/// 


IMPORTANT ; 
CONFIDENTIAL 


So. 5, Pan York owned by the F, and B, Shipping Compa 
Panama which we suspect may be used for carriage of illega 
immigrants to Palestine left Bordeaux on the 24th Sepember. 
she was pce to be making for Philipville but her 
latest reported position was between Cartagena and the 
Balearic Islands and her course Suggests that she may be 
making for Marseilles. a 


2. She is being shadowed by the Navy but you should 

warn the local authorities to keep an eye on her should 
She in fact put in at Marseilles. | 

. jforeten Office please pass to Algiers as my telegram 
oO. 19, 


[Repeated to Algiers, ] 
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Cypher /OTP | GABINET DISTRIBUTION 


FROM FORBIGN OFFICE TO PaRIS 


Ne. 2142 
| D. 12.02 a.m. Srd Octeber, 10947. 


Ona Octeber, 1947. 


Repeated te : Merseilles Ne. 146 — Immediate 
Angéera Ne.. 859 : 
Bucharest Ne. 1028 
sefis Ne. 1536 
Tunis Ne. 64. | 
Commandéer-—in-Chief, Mediterranean 


TMD LAs _ Mi 
CONFIDENTIAL 


ss“ Your telegram Ne. 115 [ef 30th September: Jewish 
illegal immigratien]. | 


I am Serieusly cencerned at the pessibility that 
"Pan York" may reach Palestine waters in the near future with 
as many 08 8,000 Jewish illegal immigrants en beard. Their 
admissien te Cyprus weuld make grave inresés in the camp 
accenmedatien there. "Pan Yerk" may even preve te be. 
"unbeardable" and Succeed in beaching herself, thus enabling 
many illegal immigrants to lend in Palestine. 


2 Piease inform the French Government that I attach the 
greatest importance to preventing what is likely to be an 
unprecedented influx of illegal immigrants (4,000 are already 
on their Way in "Padueah" and "Northlands" and 8,000 are 
threatened by "Pan Crescent" now at Constanza) at this critical 
juneture. You should urge the French Government to take 
immediate and effective precautions to prevent any embarkation 
en this ship and to deny her fuel and facilities at Marseilles, 
where She arrived on 2nd October. Provided you see no 
objection you could add that this gives the French authorities 
an eppertunity te retrieve the mest unfertunate effect which 


their handling ef the "President Warfield" had en His Majesty's - 


Gevernment and British public epinien. 
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Repeated to Moscow 
Sefia 
Angora 
Cairo | 
Commander~in-Chief Mediterranean lialta 


e q 
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Didi DIATE 
CONFIDENTIAL 


Your telegram No, 1003, 
Jewish illegal imigratien, 


As neither Nerthlands ner Paducah entered Roumanian 
Waters, there appears te be ne greunds en which I can 
ask the Reumanian Gevernment te take more effective 
precautions in the future, I am inferming Reumanian 
Gevernment hewever, ef pessible arrival in Reumanian 
waters ef 5,5, "Pan Crescent" and "Pan Yerk" and asking 
it te prevent embarkatien ef Jewish immigrants en them 
and te refuse bunkers sheuld these vessels call at a. 
Reumanian pert fer fue] befere going frem Bulgarian 
pert te pick up immigrants there, 


Fereign Office please pass impertant te Angera 
Caire and Cemmander~in-Chief liediterranean Malta as 
my telegrams Nes. 27, 15 and 35 respectively. 


’ [Repeated te Angera and Caire and copies sent te 
War Registry Admiralty fer repetitien te Cemaander-in-Chief 
Mediterranean Malta] 
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Cypher/OTP 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO PANAMA 


No.106 
2nd Octeber, 1947. D725 am. Srd Octeber, 1947, 
Repeated to Angora Np -858 
Buchares No. 1087 
aris Ne.ci4l 
. Sefia Ne.15355 
Washingten Ne.10112 


IMMEDIATE 
CONFIDENTIAL 
My telegram Ne.98 [ef 12th September: Jewish illegal 
ES VEN, and my nete te Dr. Perras ef 17th September 
(EB 8450/84/31) . 
tpeducah" and "Nerthlands" have embarked Lp depagieaibe 
4000 Jewish illegal immigrants frem Bulgaria and are expec ed 
te reach Palestine waters te-day. 
9. Another Panamanian ship reached Censtanza en 
ist Octeber, She is_the "Dan Crescent", of 4570 gress 
registered tens, ewned by the F. and B. Cempany ef Panama. 
Her New Yerk Agen., Nathan (er Nathaniel) oy pe is pennacre 
ewners 6 


with the new defunct Westen Trading Company 
'Trade Winds", "President Warfield" and "Nerthlanis"), her 


Marseilles agents Ginesta and Cempar have acted fer 
} 6 tH i) many) ae ystine waters 


eleven ships 4 which have re 

with Jews en beard and her Venice agent is a netericusly, 
axtreme Zienist called Paul Schulman. She is net enly 
strenghy suspect but alse very dangereus, tea eae ef 
embarking 8000 Jews and large and fast eneugh te stand a 
chance ef bresking threugh naval cerden te beach herself 


en Palestine suere. 
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| 3, Her sister ship, the "pan Yerk", is at Marseilles 
and may attempt te embar Jews there. Her _ewnership, 

New Yerk and }farseilles agents are sdentical with these ef 
the "Pan Crescent". | 

4, Panamanian Censul-General here is being furnished 
with full particulars and has premised te ee his 
Gevernment recemending withdrawal ef registratien fron 
beth ships. We believe he has already made general 
representations en the subject te his Gevernment. 


5, Please renew your representatiens te Panamanian 
GCeyerment in strengest terms and request them te cance 
registratien ef "Pan Crescent" ani"Pan Yerk", 
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D. 5.50 p.m. 1st October, 1947. 
R. 10.10 Pete lst October, +1947. 


exr-in-Chief, 
an 


Your telegram No. 1003. 
Illegal Jewish immi gration. 
SeS. "Pan Creseent" arrived Constantza today. 
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Foreign Office please pass immediately Angora, — 
Conmand er~in-Chief, Mediterranean, Jerusalem and 
Impertant to British Middle Bast Office, Cairo, 
$8 my telegrams Nes. 38, Unnumbered, 48-and 16. 

respectively. 


fp ga Angera end British Middle Eést Office. 
Caire, end cepies sent te War Registry, Muiraity, 
and Telegraph Section, Celenial Office, fer 
repetitien te Command ex=in-Chief, Mediterranean, 
and Jerusalen, ] | 
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FROM VIENNA 10 FOREIGN OFFICE |, 9 Gui 1347 


Sir He Mack. | 
No.922 _ | D.10. 86 @om. 2nd Oeteber, 1947 


ona October, 1947 Rel2015 peBe, énd October, 1947 


FP P2ORHHE 


IMPORTANT 
Fron High Conmissioner. 
Your telegram No. 1320. 


Mr. Ruck's interim reparts of August 25th, 
1947 and September 8th 1947, and his final report 
dated September 9th 1947 cover recommendations 
in Rome telegram No.8& Saving. | 


| 2. These reports were submitted by 

Mr. Ruck from Vienna after consultation with 
menbers of intelligence arcane on and 
pelitical division. — 


8.  Cepies of reports have been passed 
to French and United States elements. 
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‘ From the High Commissioner for Palestine. 0:3. 608/10 


** To the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 


Date........... ¢ September » 1947 


GPP. 25681—10,000--22-8-46 


PRIORITY SECRET 


Repeated Prague No. 547 Secret Saving with 
copy of enclosuras. 


i enclose a report by the Director of 
Danigration on the circumstances in which a 
darge number of Jews (probably between 600 
and 700) have entered Palestine illegally P 
during the month of June from Czechoslovakia. ~ 


I shall be grateful if Hia Majesty's 

Ambassador, Prague may be requested through 
the appropriate channels to furnish any 
further information regarding this unfortunate 
affair which may become available on inves- | 
tigation, in order that all possible precautions 
pod Hs taken against any repetition of the 

aude 


Be As regards the question of an equivalent 
number of certificates from the monthly quotas, 
please see my telegram addressed to Governor 
Cyprus Noe 1387 repeated to you No. 1686 of 

Sth September. : 


Se I shall be grateful if all visa-issuing 
authorities may be notified that the following 
4 orders made under para (f) , 


of sub-section (1) of section 4 of the | 


immigration Ordnance 1941 have been revoked: 
Order No. 44 of 1945, Order tio. 51 of 1945, 
the Immigration (Exemption) Order 1946, 

Order No. 12 of 1946. copies of these. orders 
are onclosed for ease of reference, 


:aouasafay 
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GOVERNMENT OF PALESTINE | 
a a of ee ahaa 


Jerusalem, . 


SHCRET 
7 19th August, lea7 


Chief Secretary. 


I submit the roiéwine’ report on illegal, 
immigration. into Palestine from pe Bache n TOveR te ac. | : 


| On the 28th,’ 29th ‘and 30th. dune, 1947, 
the §.S. ‘Providence’. Ss. S. 'andreat. and S.S. 
'alexandriat arrived at Haifa Port from . 
Marseilles carrying passengers for Palestine. 
Among the passengers were 736 persons who. 
were listed in three collective travel _ : 
documents, The travel documents were issued -— 
by the Ministry. of National Defence at. Prague, 
Czechoslovakia, on 5th June, 1947, ° Bach ey 
document bore the certificate of ‘the: Minister of 
National Defence to the effect that the persons 
named therein had originally: enlisted in the _ 
Czechoslovak or His Britannic Majesty' ‘Ss. Armed 
Forces in Palestine, and weré, therefore entitled. 
to exemption from the Immigration Ordinance 
under the provisions of Exemption Order No. 12 
of 1946 published. in Supplement No. 2 of the. & 
Palestine Gazette No. 1480, page 427, of the Tth 
March, 1946. > ce ag | 


The collect: ve travel documents were further 
endorsed by Major P.A. Worrall for Colonel, Military 
Attaché, British Embassy to czecho-Slovakia, to the 
effect that he had been assured by the Czechoslovak | 
Ministry of National Defence that the persons. | 
enumerated in the documents were eligible for 
repatriation’ to and release in Palestine. under 
the above quoted. Exemption Order. ‘The travel. 
documents were visa'ted for. Palestine by the Visa. 
Section of the British Embassy, Prague, on 17th 
June, 1947, valid for entry to Palestine before 
S0th June, 1947. (For information the Exemption 
Orders relating-to persons who originally enlisted 
in ‘His Majesty's Allies in Palestine or in | 
ears were revoked with effect from lst July, — 
1947. 


5 ee Three days prior to the arrival of the S.S. 
‘providence’ I had received information from an anonymous 
source that a transport was on. the way from Czechoslovakia 
carrying ex-CZechoslovak soldiers and their families 
organised by the Pra.;ue Palestine Office, and that few 
of the persons on board were genuinely entitled to Exemption. 


De ‘On arrival of the ships the. collective travel 
documents were withdrawn and each head of family was issued 
with a certificate of arrival endorsed for one month's 
stay in Palestine, and instructed to report to one of the 
offices of the Department of Migration to apply for registration 
as an immigrant in terms of the Exemption Order. My officers 
were warned to closely interrogate each applicant with the 


/object 
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of ensuring that bach. idopiiivant anova his identity, 
hiS marriage and that the children accompanying him were 
in fact his children. one 


AS a result ‘of these indtrae tions 42 heads 

A: of families with 31 dependents have come forward in the 
qgjlotted time and_ have Satisfactorily. proved their _ 
~iqentity and have’ been registered’ under’ the Exemption ° 

| i > order. It is significant ‘that’ these persons had Czechoslovak 
passports, evidence of their Czech nationality... The _ 
balance of 663 persons have disappéared and, are now in, 
palestine illegally. - It is believed: that: these persons" have’ 
no passports and are probably not. all: Czechoslovaks. - 


4. I have had the. names of all heads’ of families. 
as shown in the collective travel documents checked 
ainst the enlistment records kept by the Consul General — 
6f Czechoslovakia, Jerusalem, and in every case” ‘there- is._ 
g record of enlistment in Palestine. | ne 


It can be presumed that the persons who shave 
not come forward to identify themselves assumed the 
jaentity of other persons who actually enlisted in Palestine. 
It can be presumed also that ‘this gigantic fraud has been 
cleverly organised. The transport arrangements of 736 | 
ersons travelling as-:a body from Prague to Palestine via 
Marseilles prove this. To what extent the Czechoslovak _ 
1 sythorities in Prague who issued the travel‘documéents, have. 
m1 connived at this fraud it is difficult to say. However, 
| zt am of the opinion that the matter shoyid be referred to 
Hid Majesty's Ambassador, Prague, for his information and 
for any observations he may” care to make. ~~ 


| 5. ‘Phe ‘G#echosiovak Consul General in Jerusalem 
haf cooperated fully in the matter, and I have had free | 
aceess to his enlistment records, He has also informed 

me that one of the bogus persons who arrived in oné of 

these Ships applied to him for a passport to. return to 
czechoslovakia stating that he had assumed the identity 

of a person who had> formerly. enlisted in Palestine and who 

is now in Prague. | 
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6. r recovimend ‘that 663 immigration. certificates be 
deducted from the quota for the period 15th September = _— 
14th October, 1947. This deduction should be divided as to — 
mW 50% allocated to Cyprus, 25% to Passport Control Officer, ° 
| peflin, and 25% to the Director of iImnigration, i.e. 


dol — Cyprus: 166°- D.P. camps,. Germany; 
166, - Immigration Dept. 


ie I eave: for your consideration the advisability 
of publishing this story in order that the detainees in — 
Cyprus and residents of Palestine who are anxiously awaiting 
imiigration certificates for their parénts, may know the 
mene ney deductions are being made from the forthcoming 
quo tae 


- (se) 
DIRECTOR OF IMMIGRATION © 


“ORDER, No. 3 of 1947, bythe High Commissioner 


IMMIGRATION ORDINANCE, 1941. 


under Section 4(1)(f). 


IN EXERCISE of the powers vested in him 


No.5 of by paragraph (f) of subsection (1) of section 4 


1941. 


Gaz: 
7.5046, 
pe427. 


of the Immigration Ordinance, 1941, the High 
Commissioner has ordered, and it is hereby 
ordered, that Order No. 12 of 1946, dated the 

6th March, 1946, shall be amended by the revoca- 
tion of the Schedule thereto and the substitution 
of the following Schedule therefor:- 


" SCHEDULE 
CLASS OF PERSONS EXEMPTED. 


Members, or discharged members, of any 
Forces of any of His Majesty's Allies, who 
originally enlisted therein in Palestine, and, 
provided that the marriages of the said members 
were contracted before or during the period of 
their service with the said Forces, their wives 
and children under the age of eighteen years". 


By His Excellency's Command, 
HeL.Ge GURNEY 


Chief Secretary. 


e7th January, 1947. 
(1/990/46) . 
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REM BY THE HIGH COMMISSIONER UNDER SECTION 4 (1) (£). 


. 


No. 5 of 1941, IN EXERCISE of the powers vested ip-him by 
| paragraph (f) of subsection (1) of section 4 off 
the Inmigration Ordinance, 1941, the High 
Commissioner has ordered, and it is hereby 
ordered, as follows:— 


Citation, . ie This Order may be cited as the 
Immigration (Exemption) (Amendment) Order, 1947; 
and shall be read and construed as one with 
Gaz: 17.1.46, the Immigration (Exemption) Order, 1946, 
pe 55, hereinafter referred to as "the principal 
Order", . 


Revocation and 2, The Schedule to the principal Order 
replacement of shall be revoked and the following Schedule 
the Schedule to Shall be substituted therefor:-— 

the principal | 

Order. "SCHEDULE 


CLASS OF PERSONS EXEMPTED. 


Jewish members of honourably discharged 
members of any of the armed Forces of any of . 
His Majesty's Allies, who originally enlisted 
therein in Mauritius voluntarily, and, provided 
that the marriages of the said members 
were contracted before or during the period 
of their service with the said Forces, their 
wives and children under the age of | 
eighteen years", 
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By His Excellency's Command, 
H.L.G. GURNEY | 
CHIEF SECRETARY. 


27th January, 1947, 
(1/990/46). 


: COPY. 


IMMIGRATION ORDINANCE, 1941. 


8 No. 4 of 1947, BY THE HIGH COMMISSIONER UNDER 
4 SECTION 4(1)(f). 


. IN EXERCISE of the powers vested in 
him by paragraph (f) of subsection (1) of 
section 4 of the Immigration Ordinance, 1941, 
the High Commissioner has ordered, and it is 
hereby ordered, that Order No. 44 of 1945 
shall be amended by the revocation of the 
Schedule thereto and the substitution of the 
following Schedule therefor:- 


't SCHEDULE 
CLASS OF PERSONS EXEMPTED. 


Members of discharged members, of 
the Royal Navy or His Majesty's Army or the 
Royal Air Force, who originally enlisted 
therein in Palestine voluntarily, and, 
provided that the marriages of the said 
members were contracted before or during 
the period of their service with the said 
Forces, their wives and children under the 
age of eighteen years". 
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By His Excellency's Command, 


ae oe. 


(HeL.G. GURNEY) 
CHIEF SECRETARY. 


30th January, 1947, 
(1/990/46) - 


“@ IMMIGRATION ORDINANCE, 1941. | 26 


ORDER, No. 5 of 1947, BY THE HIGH COMMISSIONER UNDER 
SECTION 4(1)(f) 


IN EXERCISE of the powers vested in 
him by paragraph (f) of subsection (1) of 
section 4 of the Immigration Ordinance, 1941, 
the High Commissioner has ordered, and it is 
hereby ordered, that Order No. 51 of 19465, 
Gaz:25.10. dated the 18th October, 1945, shall be amended 
45. De by the revocation of the Schedule thereto and 

the substitution of the following Schedule 


1199. 
therefor:—- 


no.5 of 
1941. 


"SCHEDULE 
CLASS OF PERSONS EXEMPTED. 


Jewish members or discharged members 
of the Royal Navy or His Majesty's Army or 
the Royal Air Force, who originally enlisted 
therein in Mauritius voluntarily, and, provided 
that the marriages of the said members were 
contracted before or during the period of 
their service with the said Forces, their 
wives and children under the age of eighteen 


years", 
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By His Excellency'sS Command, 


H.L.G. GURNEY 


CHIEF SECRETARY. 


30th January, 1947. 
(1/990/46) . 


co mene : zn 
FE “ 91.1.4 @ffice, 


The Chur§h House, 


76021/46A. 
Beptember, 1947. 


<== I enclose for your information 

--- a copy of a Saving Telegram and its 
enclosures received from the High 
Commissioner concerning the recent 
successful forgery of immigration 
certificates by a large number of 
Jews from Czechoslovakia. 


We would be glad to know of 
any further details about the affair 
that may come to light in Prague, 
and would be grateful if you would 
be good enough to notify the visa 
issuing authorities of the revocation 
of certain immigration orders, as 
stated in paragraph 3 of the Saving 
Telegram. . , 
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J. CABLE, ES. 


Registry, 
No. E“4 Jag/s 


J EC. | 
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2  PORSIGN OFFICE, 3.W.2. 


( B 9444/fus/34) a%ta Octover, 1947. 


Deer th qeald, 


In your ietser Neo. 76021/A16A of the 2/th 
September, you asked us to notify visa issuing 
authorities of the revocation of cortauin orders 
coucerning im igration into Palestine. . 


2. AS I explained to you on taa talephone, 

Passport Control Oflicors do not grant visas 

Yor permanent entry into ralestine unless co 
specifically autnoriged to do so by the Palestine 
authorities, to whom each case Ls reforred . 
individually. lt is, therefore, hardiy necessary 
that they should receive e%sallad asendments to 
Donaigration Orders, the more so since copies of these 
orders and of the Initgration Ordinance 7941 are. 

not held by them. | 


3e Ag we a reed of the telephones, we will 
take no action on the second -avagraph of your 
letter under reforence. The Livst paragrr ch) o1as 
been answered by rrugue's ayes So the Geoon 
authorities, ox wale a copy was sent to you under 
our reference 69327/651/51. 
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ny darling, the. prison camp at. Cyprus 


them into a oo 


shall. have rest an 
ahell be. tranquil. 


» always routine. The ehip is stopped, bo 
$0 the islend that is nearer Palestine. 


There ts a pearly idand in the Mediterranean, but very much ie 
very muh, like Belsen -- Gyprus. | | | 
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at back in its. plade: the sentry paces. up 
is happening. now, this New Year's eves 


aim, what Lia it? 
ain, for. the. love 


391340 080938 J178Nd IHL 40 LHDIYAdOD 


Bs “ Rad it - : itis 3 | 1 gloar NOW, & matter of dn 
cn t's all." | soe 


400 NOT 


'X went to the guerd to ox b 
“Impossible, ' he said,’ i. 6 aid, all right, there 
egean, a whole sea, the i terranean, I said. | 
bers me go swim there, . ‘St 
ein a gun, I said. 
He said ne, 
i= they swim. . 
g in the morning » 
Saiamince Who are. 


shall have rest and who shall go wander ing 
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Whe shall be at case wee 
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red to three prison ships | 
pee that the Beat ination of the refugees was | 
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Mr, Holman. a oe 7 
No. 1055 D. 12.16 peme 2nd Octeber, 1947 


end Qctober, 1947 Re 2050 pom. 2nd Octeber, 1947 


Repeated te the High Commissioner Jerusalem 
Me scew 
pefia 
Angora 
C-in-C, MeEL. F. 
Mal ta 


gs OOO OHO 


TOP_SECRET 
Yeur telegram Ne.995. | 


: @ 


Illegal Jewish immigraticn. 


(Gp. undec. ?Altheugh I] fully realise the impertance 
attached te this questien by His Majesty's Gevernuent and 
am aware that any scheae must invelve some risk, I must 
peint eut that it is impessible te rely en the goed faith 
ef Reusanian Gevernment in the matter of illegal immigration 
and that it weuld be mest unwise and even dangereus te 
suggest the return te Reumania end disembarkation here by 
ferce ef any illegal immigrants whe may have embarked 
at Reumanian perts. 


2. Apart frem cemplete unce-eperative attitude ef 
the Reumanian Gevernaent Sulina and Censtanza, enly seaperts 
te which these transperts ceuld be sent are the main . 
arteries ef Russian lines ef communication and there is 
ne deubt the Seviet High Ceamand weuld eppese beth — 
entry ef wilitery manned ship inte these perts and weuld net 
perait fercible disembarkation by British er Reunanian 
treeps ef these immigrants. Serieus incidents weuld 
acceriingly be mere than likely. 


Fereign Office please repeat te the High Ceamissiener 
Jerusalem, Angera and C-in-C. M.E.L.F., Malta as my 
telegrams Nes. 49, 29 and 4 respectively. 


[Repeated te Angera and Cepies sent te Celenial 
Office and War Office fer +, im te Jerusales and 
MoE.LeF. Malta, respectively]. = | 
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PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE 


Following document) retained in the 
Department of origin under Section 3 (4) 


of the Public Records Act, 1958 


F980 Je 6/21 
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Cypher/OTP. DEPARTMENTAL NO, 1. 
| EQ 

FROM BUCHAREST TO FOREIGN OFFICE, — 

eee iad] 


Mr. Holmen, 
No, 1067, 


, | D, 1.58 p.m, Srd October 1947, 
Srd October 1947, R. 4.10 pom. Srd October 1947, 


Repeated to: Angora, 
Malta, 

Sofia, 

Moscow 
Jerusalem, 


IMMEDIATE. 

CONFIDENTIAL. | 
My telegram No,1051, 
S.5, Pan Crescent, 


Extensive carpentering work is being done in 
this vessel but I have no information as to its nature, 


2, A large number of Wooden crates have been 
loaded on board, Roumanian Port authorities are 
according all facilities to the vessel and organisers, 


It is biecars fay ah bo that some 6,000 Jews 


5. 
Will be embarked on this vessel, Some are already 
Waiting at Constentza but it is not know whether the 
vessel Will call at a Bulgarian port for more 
passengers, 


4, It is reported that the vessel will be ready 
to sail Octeber Sth and passengers aWaiting at 
Constantza expect to leave on that day. 


Foreign Office oo repeat to Angora 
Melta, Jerusalem as my telegrams Nos,51, 6, and 51 
respectively, 


[Repeated to Angora, 


Cepies sent te the Admiralty fer repetition 
to Malta, 


Cepies sent to Telegraph Section, Celenial 
Office, fer repetition te Jerusalen, ] | 
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Next Paper. 
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° [This telegram is ef particular secrecy and- sheuld— 
be retained by the autherised recipient and net pisseden] 


on pher/OTP | CABINET DISTRIBUTION. EG, en 


D. 6.44 p.m. 3rd Octeber 1947. 


No. 16). 
3rd Octeber 1947. R. 8.25 p.m. 3rd Octeber 1947. 
eee to Paris. 


Your telegram Ne, 2142 te Paris. 


Pan Yerk arrived Marseilles in ballast. Is 
leading a censiderable quantity ef feed in ecartens. 
These appear te be ef American erigin. and in 
spite of lecal autherities’ assurance te the centrary 

in excess ef crew requirements. Lecal autherities, 
aise state that ship has refuelled here but I cannet. 
cenfirm this at present, I“have made further © 
representations lecally teday, 


0:0:0 
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FROM SOFIA TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Mir. Sterniale Bennett 
No. 1247 _ D. 5.55 pem. Srd October, 1947. 


ord October, 1947. Re 8.55 poem. Srd October, 1947. 


Repeated to : Bucharest - Commander-in-Chief, 
Mesoow Mediterranean 
 ~Anvere Cemmander-in-Chief, Middle Best 
Jerusalen | Lani Ferces — 


TD Tats 
CONF DENTLAL 


Your telegram to Bucharest No. 1019. 
Jewish illegal immigrstion. 


I consider that there is no chance whatever of Bulgarian 
Government agreeing to receive back illegal immigrants or 
acquiescing in any "refoulement" by force. 


2. AS regards Red Ensign vessel in Black Sea it would of 
course be illogical for Bulgsrian Government to refuse fscili- 
ties which they profess to be unable to refuse to suspect ships 
themselves. But I am sure thet they would in practice raise 
sll sorts of difficulties and would be encouraged to do so by 
Russians who would presumsbly not like the idea of @ "snooping" 
vessel in the Black Sea. 


NOOWOT “391450 040938 2:78Ng 3HL 40 LHDIYAd0D 


oe If the idea is pursued I sssume thet Red Ensign vessel 
would ‘be based on Istanbul (Constantinople) and would come to 
Bulgarian ports es required more or less Simultaneously with 
any suspect vessel. Red Ensign vessel might on some trips 
to Bourges or Verna have legitimate pretext of dischargin 
stores (and even diplomatic bags in certain circumstances) for 
this Legation but this pretext would not justify indefinite stay 
at either port or a visit to the smaller port of Balcie. 
Harbour dues may also be a considerable item. 


4. Although for the sbove reasons scheme does not seem very 
feasible, suggestion that we were contemplating it might be 
added spear to Bulgerian Goverment to stop traffic from 

_ Bulgerian ports. Have I your permission to exploit it with 
them aS a possibility ? : 


Foreign Office please pass to Jerusalem, Commander-in- 
Chief Mediterranean, Commander~in-Chief M.E.L.F., aS my 
telegrams Nos. 31, 4 and 1 respectively. | 


a 


[Copies sent to Telegraph Section, Colonial Ol'fice, War Registry, 

.iigiralty, and Duty Signel Officer, War Office, for repetitinn — 
to Jerusalem, Commander-in-Chief Mediterranean end Commander~in- 
Chief, M.E.L.F., respectively. | 3 


PALESTINE 
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| WORLD LITERARY SERVICE’ ‘LTD. 6, 


22 VALE COURT, ' Wg 
Telephone: CUN 1764 a ee 


Estable 1937, (© ™ 3% 4)07 | 
a . “tél 194, 


io oe 


October, end. 294 ‘i 


~ “yk H ¥ 
mmr. -) 


weg 
Dear Sir, 


- ‘I beg to enclose the ence translation 
of an article “published in the New York Hungarian 
paper AZ EMBER (MAN) on the 13th of September,1947, 


| . Obviously the Editor of the paper. had 
been misinformed by sources only too well known | 
and I would like to hawe an authoritative state- 
ment published,to give a lie to these accusations. 


There are hundreds of thousand readers 
of Hungarian Origin in the USA,among them some 
very influential people and the circulation of the 
paper is considerable in countries outside the (USA. 
especially in South America. 
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[Pf you will be good ees to. send me 
a Statement I shall gladly translate it into 
Hungarian and satd it to New York immediately. 


N00 NO7 


IL amy ae ae - 
Sirs | 
yours faithfully, 


| Ke KELIMEN. 
London Correspondent AZ ee ee 


The Secretary in Charge, 
Foreign Office, 
Whitehall. 


x. - . 
wt 


loo 


"The whole civilised world heard with deep con- 
sternation and bleeding heart of the disgraceful atrocities, 
surpassing in cruelty all human imagination,that have been 
committed against those unhappy Jews who had survived the. 
horrors of the gas chambers. It was not emaugh,so it would 
seem,to have slaughtered with beastly brutality six million 
men,women and children, It was not enough,that they were 
driven out or dragged away fem their homes robbed of all their 
possessions,that having suffered the tortures of hell, their 
tears ~ shed for the loss of parents, children and relatives - 
not dried yet, broken in body and spirit they must now look 
for new haven. All this seems to be not. enough yet. Most of 
the homeless Jews. look upon Palestine as their future home 
and their dreams frustrated by the ruthless attitude of. the 
British Government who are barring their only way of escape . 
to them. They are being shipped from one port to the other,-.- 
they are removed from Palestine by armed forces and in Cyprus 
concentration camps,set up to the pattern of the German horror 
pe hae Jewish blood and tears are shed again in a never ending 

OWe as Sho 


Lately these unhappy Jewish men, women and children 
were dragged back to Germany by the force of arma. Those who 
did not want to return to Adolf Kitler’s Reich, where blood 
still smells to heaven, were cruelly tortured and beaten up. . 


by British soldiers and dragged by them to Garman ter ry 
fo the delight of Nazi beasts there lying in wait and watching 
with cruel laughter,how these poor creatures,having miraculously 
escaped Hitler's hellish gas chambers and the piles of burning 
human flesh, are now exposed to new sufferings. | 

7 It is heartbreaking, this non-stop torment,this. 
barbarism which scorns all. human feeling,that has become the — 
Lot of these innocent,harmless people. With horror and inmense 


bitterness we have to raise the questions Is it not enough yet? 

Kas Naziism and their Hitlerite doctrine not been stamped out 

es for these unfortunate people,who are condemned to live the 
ives of beasts,for the only sin that they have been born to 
belong to and to share the fate of the Jewish community? How long 
is to contimue this industry of cannibalism,over which not the 
Nazi emblem is hoisted now, but the pirate ensign of the 


British Empire? | 
oo Why and how long is the civilised world prepared to 
look on while on different parts of the globe,but especially on 


391430 040938 9178Nd 3HL JO LHDIYAGOD — 


WOO NOT 


w~ Qe = 


territories under British wale, the work of penctisil 
relinquished by Hitler against his better reason and — 
sas aie a carri ed. on. undisturbed?’ . | 


"Rina how: long is America going to. tolerate the 
machinations of British Nazis, allowing them to treat 
people how they like, and do this with a sneer on their 
faces everywhereywhere the hosts of these nOBCE CEES | 


tortured, distressed people appeare 


| | How long, we must ask again and ‘again a with 
bw ken hearte And when will the gates of America be 
thrown wide open to receive this unfortunate brethren of 


ours? 
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ernie l. 
4th Ootober,1947. 


Sir, 


I am directed by iir.Secretary Bevin to refer to your letter 
of the 2nd October about an article published in the New York 
Hungarian paper AZ Ember (Man) on the subject of His Majesty's 
Government decision to send to the British Zone of Germany the 
Jewish illegal immigrants who, having been returned to their place 
of disembarkation in the South of France, refused to land there, 


2. The following factual account of the events which led up 
to this decision and of the actual disembarkation at Hamburg may 


be of assistance to you. 


3. On the 18th July 4,554 Jews were intercepted on board the 
8.8. President Warfield in an attempt to enter Palestine illegally. 
They had left France with forged Golombien visas of destination, 
in contravention of the International Convention for the Safety 
of Life at Sea and Load Lines. This ship of under 2,000 tons was 
far too small to carry anything like 4,500 people in safety,lot 
alone in proper conditions of sanitation. The French authorities had 
inetructed the ship not to leave,but she cut her hawsers, 


uh. The caeo of the Yresident Warfield represented a 
particularly flagrant example of the activities of those responsible 
for organising the Jewish illegal immigration traffic. «8 you 
will be aware, Hie Hajesty's Government and the Government of 
Palestine have for some time been gravely embarrassed in their 
exeroise of the Palestine Liandate and in the maintenance of peace 
end internal security in Palestine by thie Jewish illegal immigrant 
traffic, They are bound to enforce the present immigration quota 
of 1,500 a month for Jews and they would have no justification, in 
the present interim period before the United Nations make a 
recommendation regarding the future of Palestine, for altering this 
quota. Immigration policy is of cardinal importance to the 
Palestine problem and all aoneerned should await the decision of 
the United Rations in this regard, Nevertheleas, the organisers 
of the illegal immigrant traffic are at present trying to exceed 
the quota with the object of upsetting the balance of population 
in the country, and are thersby aggravating an alrsady tense and 
delicate situation which has led to bloodshed between Arabs and Jews. 
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NOO NOT 


5, In view of the exceptional size of the President ivarfield's 
contingent and of ths 1111cit manner in which they left France, 
Hie Majeety's Government had no alternative but to arrange for the 
return of the illegal immigrante to their country of embarkation, 
France, It had become evident that the policy of sending illegal 
immigrants to camps in Cyprus,where they qualify for inclusion in 
the legal imnigration quota to Palestine, had only served to 
encourage the etream of illegal immigrants which has for months been 
flowing from Eastern Kurope via countries with a iisditerranean 


seaboard, 
It 


te Kelemen Hage, 
World Literary, 
ervice Limited, 


It is noteworthy that a large part of this stream consists, not Pele ee ee ; | 
of refugees, but of Jews whe have been encouraged by the organisers “REID SE CS ee 

of the traffic to leave their homes in Eastern “Surope. The organisers [7 co ee ee ae 
select the inmigrants with little regard to humanitarian considerations. [ee EE CLLR ae ae © 

The older people, perhaps with relatives in Palestine,who would INS NA Rae ORC gods 

quality on those grounds are regularly paesed over in favour of young e | Be 

men and women and expectant mothers (the latter most unsuited to face On oe | 

the appalling conditions of overcrowding in whieh they are sent to ae | a 
Palestine), Parents are encouraged to eend their children on the under- Pe ree 

etanding that they are to be legal immigrants. A case has just arisen. Wee ie , 
where a number of ilungerian parente have asked to have back their _ Be eee . 

Children from amongst the President arfield party when it arrives in se : ee 

the British cone; they were misled by the organisers of the traffic to : i 
think that their children were to be admitted on the legal quota, aus | oe 


6, To revert to the events following the return of the 4,500 | ek ~ 
illegal immigrants to France, Tho British transports were lert Pee i a 
at Port de Boue for three weeks ia the hope that their passengers ee | ioe ; 
would accept the french offer of hospitality and disembark in France. page an Behe ke | : 

hen it became clear that the iliegal immigrants would aet agree to oS Bueno | 

land and that the French Government would not conetrain them to do B80, Aa ee = 
it wae necessary to find a destination for them under Britieh 
jurisdiction. In the light of the generel eituetion in regard to the 
illegal immigrant traffic which I have briefly explained above, liie 
Majesty's Government were quite clear that 1t would be undesirable to 
send the illegal immigrants back to Cyprus. They considered a number 
of destinations in British Colonial territory but ion no case was it 
poseible to arrange adequate accommodation at short notice for such 
a large number of people. It wae therefore relustantly decided to 
end the illegal immigrants temporarily to the Sritish wone of @ rmany » 

i ae ee the only place where accommodation could be provided at aiort notice, 

SO es and to continue to prese the French Government to receive them back 

Se , through the 2ritish Zone, 


7. ‘There has been much criticism of the decision to send these 
Jews to Germany. for the reagons given above, no alternative 
destination was available, It ahould be romanbered,oreover, that this 
territory is administered by Hie Yajesty's Government and thet the 
dliegal irmigrante will be looked after by the British military 
administration and-not by Germans, Horeover,as you will clearly sec, 
there vas absolutely no need for them to go $0 Germany at all, They 
havevapent three weeks waiting off a French port with every Facility : Le 
and encouragement to go ashore,both from the Freneh and British sids. aaa Sh ge *% 
They, and those who inepire them, have chosen instead to make a Ro oo ae , | 
political point of refusing to land, thereby causing Hie Majesty’ s ee ieee 
Gevernment to send them to a destination which is unweleome to everyone x 
concerned, It is, moreover,the hope of Hig Majesty's Government that whe & eo 
it will now be possible for the illegal imuigrants to paee through hos & ae | 
Germany into France, . eo | | 
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8. The facts about the disembarkation at Hamburg are as follows: 


a} The majority of the passengere on the first ship 
(the "Ocean Vigour") disembarked peacefully, but a few who reeioted 
had to be carried off, Of the 1442 passengers on board thie ship, 
one sustained a slight head wound, 


(b) All the passengers from the second Ship (Empire iival) 
disembarked peaceably and no force was employed. A time=-bomb wae Pa a LE Pee Oe 
later discovered on board this ship, | ee ree rere 
o) The elie thr on the third ship (the "unnymede Park" ) ar em ee re ee | 
resisted violently, taking the initiative in attacking the soldiers 1 Rta Pg A — 


- rae }! 
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i sam - er : CDN 17644 
,; 927 I “8 [> § 


6 


The Under Secretary of State, 
Foreign Office, 
London, S.W.1l. 


Sir, 


Ref.No. E 9207/48/31. 


| I beg to apologise for the delay, caused 
by an attack of influenza, in acknowledging with 
thanks receipt of statement made on behalf of 
Mr.Secretary Bevin,referring to the transportation 
of Jewish immigrants to Germany. 


The statement I have forwarded to my 
paper AZ EMBER /MAN/ in New York,for publication. 
I am, 


Sir, 
Yours faithfully, 


ho Aeterna 
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